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ICCG News to Felicitate Readers

Our readers have always come forward and shared their most valuable 

thoughts, collectibles and precious time in our interview section. And to 

thank them ICCG team specially invite them to acknowledge them by 

felicitating with mementoes. 

ICCG takes pleasure to sincerely invite all our readers listed below for the memento 
th

felicitation ceremony on 11  October during the ICCG's Numismatic & Philatelic Trade 

Show in association with Hobby Lifestyle India (HLI) at Bombay Exhibition Center 
Nesco Goregaon East, Mumbai, India

Alphabetically listing our readers to be felicitated for their interviews:

Shri. Amit Jain   Shri. Balakrushna Kar  Shri. G Hemanth Kumar 

Shri. Gufi Paintal  Shri. Jagdish Agarwal  Ms. Linet Thomas 

Shri. Manish Agarwal  Ms. Nidhi Jain               Shri. Prakash Kothari 

Shri. Rajender Maru  Shri. Sandeep Pise  Ms. Shikha Upadhyay 

Ms. Siddhi Upadhyay  Master Soham Gala  Ms. Sridevi  

Shri. Tanay Desai  Master Vedant Acharya Shri. Vastupal Shah 

Shri. Yogesh Overseer

On this occasion, ICCG News will also be felicitating our readers who shared their articles and all those who shared 

their most valuable collectibles in our coin/note of the month section. 

The ICCG News team, hereby thank everyone for their support and readership.

Art of Staying Passionate with Hobby: Shikha Upadhyay

Young Indian Philatelist and Numismatist Ms. Shikha Upadhyay has been passionate 
towards her hobby ever since she got fascinated with historical era of Jodha and Akbar. 
She started with collecting republic India coins which is 

continuing to grow and also came in contact with stamps with hope to 
make a collection on the theme of 'Moon'. Further her thoughts shared 
were a lot motivating…. A person with very pleasant smile and nature 
Ms. Shikha, very friendly shared her collection and experience with ICCG 
News….   Excerpts from the interview:

How did you start with your collection?
My fascination towards my subject of History and Geography was more than enough to 
drive me towards Philately and Numismatics quite naturally. That was just a fancy. As I 
started collecting collectibles, I got to learn a lot and my collection also kept growing. It 
was in the last few years or so that coins have become a serious passion for me as I 
started to get more and more passionate towards Historical places, Antiquities, 
Coins and just everything related to the Mughal era. 

Ms. Shikha Upadhyay
Cont on Page 3rd....

Cont on Page 6th....
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What are your areas of interest in coins?
My major interest is the study of the coins of the 'Golden Age' Samudragupta and the 
coins of the Mughal era. There are few books available on these subjects and I am 
sure to learn a lot on them. During my recent visit to Jaipur which has always been my 
dream place, I met Shri. Prakash Kothari who has a vast knowledge in himself on the 
coins of Jaipur state. I hope to learn a lot from him in coming future as well.  
But you collect republic India coins. Isn't it?
Yes, at present I have a collection of Republic India coins both date wise and mint wise 
with few gaps to be filled. I am also learning die verities. Incidentally my younger 
sister Ms. Siddhi Upadhyay is also a hobby enthusiastic who collects coins and is also a 
member of ICCG (smiles Ms. Shikha).  
You also collect stamps. How did you start with it?
My interest in stamps started due to my love for 'Moon'. Once while visiting a 
numismatic and philatelic exhibition in Mumbai I came across some postal stamps 
with the image of moon and moon is something that really fascinates me as it is the 
most beautiful, noticeable feature in the night sky and it is also the brightest. Today I 
don't have a huge collection of stamps but I do have a decent thematic collection 
which helps me in keeping my interest alive. 
Have you ever shared your collection with anyone?
Yes, I do display my collectibles to my friends, colleagues, relatives and close ones. At 
the first sight people don't see it worth but after learning the importance of the 
collection and the hobby they view it with more respect. For me, this is also a small 
way of spreading awareness about this hobby and get more involved in it. 
Did you face any challenges while collecting items for your collection?
One of the biggest challenge every serious collector faces, including myself, is that 
prices of collectibles are often hiked amongst dealers. And further as there is neither any benchmark nor a clear market 
indicator, collectors come across many collectible coins with huge price tags and finally he/she has to shell out much 
more than its original cost. Also when that same item is put up for sale, the dealers give such a discouraging price that 
the collector feels let down and most of the time ends up making a loss. 
With all your collections, how much satisfaction do you feel within?
I believe the collection always keeps growing and every step forward increases a certain amount of passion within you to 
explore more and more. Hobby is for Happiness, it is something of your choice, something unique you like to do. I feel 
hobby is necessary for relaxation of the mind. So, one can never be satisfied as such passions are never ending.   
How do you think, we could encourage more kids & young collectors to get involved with this hobby?
I surely feel more kids should be encouraged towards this interesting hobby. We must take them to various numismatic 
exhibitions, which would help them in getting more knowledge and meet other collectors people associated with this 
hobby. 
Do you feel this to be a costly hobby?
Yes, it is a costly hobby, but it is worth it. One gains not just the priceless collectibles, but also immense knowledge about 
different countries, their history and geography.
Any message for young collectors:
Whether stamps or coins, one should learn to organize his/her collection. Many times we see some collectors just 
dumping coins or stamps in some drawers or boxes. That's wrong way to continue. One should organize the collection 
and always try to exhibit it in the right manner.  
For ICCG News, Ms. Shikha Upadhyay added, “I appreciate the efforts that ICCG News is taking, just to promote this 
hobby and to make people aware with the latest news on the subject of numismatics and philatelic. This is really an 
inspiration and guidance for collectors across India. I wish them best of luck and hope all success in their beautiful 
journey.”

The ICCG News team thanked Ms. Shikha for her time and thoughts which she 
shared with us and also wished her lots of success with her collection.



ICCG - An Iso 9001 - 2008 Certified Group QA/QMS/0315194 - Download Free News Paper. www.iccg.in

A Division of :- INDIAN COINS & CURRENCY GROUP

Numismatic News Paper of India News 

Sr. 5th Year 51st Issue August Pg.4

West Africa bloc adopts 'ECO' as name of planned shared currency
Analysts express scepticism the introduction of the ECOWAS single currency will solve the region's economic problems

Abuja, Nigeria - Leaders of a 15-
nation West African bloc have 
called for greater structural 

reforms as they step up efforts for the 
introduction of a shared currency, aimed to be 
launched in 2020.
In a statement issued late on Saturday at the end 
of an Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) summit in Nigeria's capital, 
Abuja, the leaders said they had adopted ECO as 
the name of the planned currency.
The bloc, which represents an estimated 
population of about 385 million people, said it 
acknowledged a 2018 report which underlined 
"the worsening of the macroeconomic convergence" and urged member states to do "more to improve on their 
performance" as the deadline for the establishment of a monetary union approached.
The 2018 report called, among others, for the promotion and liberalisation of regional trade, the consolidation of the 
customs union and the creation of a free trade area - all of which are yet to be met.
Mahamadou Issoufou, ECOWAS chairman and Niger's president, said there was "a real firm political will" to increase 
efforts ahead of the January 2020 deadline.
"We are of the view that countries that are ready will launch the single currency and countries that are not ready will join 
the programme as they comply with all six convergence criteria," Issoufou said.
Analysts sceptical
Leaders in the bloc have for decades held discussions and meetings on issuing a common currency amid efforts to boost 
regional trade and investment, without, however, making significant progress.
Currently, eight ECOWAS countries - Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo - use 
the CFA Franc, while the other seven - Cape Verde, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone - have 
their own currencies.
Adewunmi Emoruwa, a policy analyst with Gatefield, a public 
strategy and media group, said he was not convinced that the 
introduction of a single currency would solve the region's economic 
problems.
"The common currency on its own will not necessarily make doing 
business any easier than it is now. If policymakers see the single 
currency as the magic wand for boosting intraregional trade, they 
will be disappointed," Emoruwa told Al Jazeera.
"The ECOWAS bloc is particularly volatile, both politically and 
economically. It means countries might need to create unique 
responses to shocks which would be limited by the common 
monetary policy control.
Moreover, it's uncertain that regional economies are strong enough 
to back bailouts in the event of a crisis among participating member 
states," he said.
According to the African Development Bank, regional inflation has 
stood at double digits since 2015, way above the five percent target 
outlined as one of the convergence criteria for ECO's 
implementation. Meanwhile, Nigeria, which controls two-thirds of 
the regional economy, has struggled to meet its growth projections
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An Unrecorded Series of Jaipur State, Paisa
Article – Adv. Shailesh P. Jain from Kota

Introduction- It would be interesting to suggest that the animal /birds motifs on the coins were used as 
symbols of religious belief, In this regard the representation of the ''peacock ''is known earliest on seals 
and later on coins.

During this journey the peacock first appeared on Ashoken and post Ashoken punch 
marks coins, Gupta & post Gupta coins but later it is depicted nowhere, not on 
Mughal Coinage , even if we come to the period of princely states, it appeared only on 
copper '' takka '' of Jaipur state on the issues of Alamgir II, and for a very short period 
of his RY 4 to the starting of his RY 5 only, except this we do not found the depiction of 
peacock on the coinage of any state on any metal issues, we found bird on Jaisalmer 
state rupee not peacock . It is a new chapter, which I am trying to open here, however 
these issues bearing a peacock were used on coins for a very short period, are very 
difficult to come across.
Details of coin-
In this article some unrecorded types of Jaipur state copper coins has been 
presented. I have noticed some different types of peacock depicted on these Jaipur 
state copper coins. These copper coins were struck during the reign of maharaja 
Sawai Ishwari Singh (1743- 1760) but the peacock appears only during the reign of 
Mughal emperor Alamgir II, in the RY 4 & RY 5 only.
All these coins, which bear a peacock, are in the name of Alamgir II.
Metal- copper  Weight- 18.4- 18.9 gram Diameter- 20 – 22 mm
Mint- Sawai Jaipur RY- 4 & 5   Denomination- Takka (paisa ) 
Obverse - Gazi Badshah Alamgir 
Reverse - Zerb Sawai Jaipur Sanah..4 / 5 … and a peacock
The peacock appears different in shape, posture & at different position at bottom, as 
on the coins of RY- 4, it appears at bottom left. While on the issues of RY -5 it appears 
at right side, both depictions includes minor, but notable varieties of postures of the 
peacock, this appearance of the peacock seems to be during the last part of the RY -4 
and in the beginning of the RY- 5, for a short span, it definitely associated with some 
hitherto unknown or event behind this depiction.
Importance of peacock in royal family Jaipur could well be seen since long specially 
here---
( A) Peacock Gate- city palace is the most famous place in pink city. One of the gates is 
known as 'peacock gate'. The peacock gate is one of the most famous among all, this 
gate is beautifully
designed & painted.
(B) Chandra Mahal- City Palace Jaipur includes the Chandra Mahal . Chandra Mahal is 
said to be the peacock crown of Jaipur city.
(c) Gaitore- Gaitore is a royal cremation ground for the Kachhwaha Rajput Kings & the 
members of royal family. We can see here peacock carving & designs on beautiful 
white marble structure, there are many other examples, which provide a close 
association of this beautiful bird with royal family for a long span of time.
Of course there would have been a definitive reason behind the depiction of this 
special symbol of peacock, just for two RY dates, however it is very difficult to 
ascertain this, a good and obvious clue / suggestion that I got was—'' these marks 
may symbolize the '' mint daroga or mint contractor's mark, other possible 
suggestion may also be there and would be welcomed and solicited in due course, to 
reach up to some overall acceptable conclusion.
Acknowledgements

I am thankful to Dr. Shailen Bhandare for his assistance in preparing this paper.
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List of our readers to be felicitated for their articles and collectibles shared:
Amit Sompura Coin of the Month November - 17  Bittu Shaw Coin of the Month September - 18

Jigar Zaveri Coin of the Month May - 18    leitton Rezaul Article May - 19

Mukesh Dallal Article January - 18    Mayank Agarwal Coin of the Month May - 19 

Navneet Kasera Coin of the Month July - 19   Neeraj Maskaara Note of the Month December-17 

Pratik Singh Coin of the Month April 2019   Rohan Shah Article September -17   

Sagar Mukharjee Coin of the Month December 2018 Satish Kumar Manchikanti Coins of the Month Sep-17 

Adv. Shailesh P. Jain Article July - 19     Shagul Hamithu Article July - 17   

Shikha Upadhyay Article July - 19    Sravan Mandavilli Coin of the Month July - 17 

Suman Deb Coin of the Month March -19   Tanwer Alam Coin of the Month April 2018  

Tusharth Garg Note of the Month October - 17

Readers to be felicitated with Special Mementoes:

Mr. Ashish Parui   (Article July 2017, Coin of the Month February 2018, Interview May 2018)  

Shri. Hitesh Tahilramani (Note of the Month June 2017 & August 2017, Article February 2018)

Shri. Ragi Vaikuntachary  (Interview August 2017, Coin of the Month August 2017)

Mr. Rahul Keshwani  (Article July 2017, Interview March 2018)

Mr. Siddharth Shah   (Note / Coin of the Month April / November 2018 / February 2019)

Shri. Amit Jain Shri. Balakrushna Kar Shri. G Hemanth Kumar 
(Chennai)

Shri. Gufi Paintal Shri. Jagdish Agarwal Ms. Linet Thomas

Ms. Siddhi UpadhyayShri. Manish Agarwal Ms. Nidhi Jain Shri. Prakash Kothari Shri. Rajender Maru Shri. Sandeep Pise

Shri. Yogesh OverseerMaster. Soham Gala Ms. Sridevi Shri. Tanay Desai Master. Vedant Acharya Shri. Vastupal Shah

Cont on Page 7th....
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Shri.Amit Sompura Shri. Bittu Shaw Shri. Jigar Zaveri Shri. Mukesh Dallal Shri. Mayank Agarwal 

Shri. Navneet Kasera Shri. Neeraj Maskaara Shri. Pratik Singh Shri. Rohan Shah Shri. Sagar Mukharjee Shri. Satish Kumar 
Manchikanti   

Ms. Shikha Upadhyay Shri. Sravan Mandavilli Shri. Suman Deb Shri. Tanwer Alam Shri. Tusharth Garg 

Shri. Hitesh Tahilramani Shri. Ragi Vaikuntachary  Shri. Rahul Keshwani Mr. Siddharth Shah Shri.Ashish Parui 

Shri. leitton Rezaul

Adv. Shailesh P. Jain

  Shri. Shagul Hamithu
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US Postal Service Celebrates Apollo 11 Moon Landing with 'Forever' Stamps

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) will issue some very special stamps to 
celebrate the first moon landing 50 years ago. On July 19, 2019 - the day 
before that historic anniversary - USPS will issue two new "forever 

stamps" to honor the Apollo 11 landing, which saw astronauts Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin descend safely to the surface. Forever stamps are a USPS concept created 
in 2007. The service calls them "non-denominational" postage for first-class service, 
meaning that if the first-class postal rate increases after the customer purchases the 
stamps, the buyer can still use the same stamps.
Each of the two new stamp designs shows an image representing the Apollo 11 
landing. The first is based on Armstrong's iconic photograph of Aldrin - and his own reflection - during one of their moon 
walks. The other shows a photograph of the moon, with the Apollo 11 landing site marked with a yellow dot. Both 
stamps were designed by Antonio Alcalá, the art director for USPS. 
To mark the release, the stamps will be free on July 19 for any visitors to the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex's 
Apollo/Saturn V Center (which requires a short bus ride from the main complex hub) at 11 a.m. EDT. USPS also plans to 
broadcast live on NASA Television from the Kennedy Space Center and other "remote locations" later in the day. 
When Apollo 11 launched, USPS had arranged for a stamped envelope to fly with the astronauts, so that they could 
postmark it on the moon. But Aldrin and Armstrong forgot to do so until after they headed back home, according to a 
2013 Space.com article. 
USPS finally got its "moon mail" during Apollo 15 in August 1971, when commander David Scott postmarked an 
envelope during his third and last excursion on the lunar rover. USPS, from a distance of 238,000 miles (383,000 
kilometers) away from Scott, issued the same stamps on Earth. This "moon mail" was different from another set of 
stamps the Apollo 15 crew postmarked without NASA's knowledge. When a dealer began to sell the envelopes, the 
agency changed its rules about what astronauts could take with them during spaceflights, according to collect SPACE.

Source: Space.com

Nanya Darshini 2019

Ba n g a l o r e :  W i t h  m o r e  t h a n  
thousands of coins, banknotes, 
medals, stamps and over hundreds 

of philately and numismatic enthusiastic from all 
over India could be seen showcasing wide range of 
collectibles during the Nanya Darshini Exhibition - 
Bangalore, which was held between 26th to 28th 
July, 2019.
The coins stand as a mirror of the hoary past, 
describing vital information. Some coins throw a 
surprise given their small size. They are neatly 
packed and kept for display, says Mr. Raju K. Swami who came from Chennai. A collection of commemorative coins is also 
another major attraction for visitors, added Mr. Swami while speaking to ICCG News. 
Coin collection, which earlier used to be a hobby of schoolchildren, has been recreated as an alternative insurance 
avenue designed to endure economic crisis. People are so keenly interested in such exhibitions. 

Chennai Coin Exhibition

Many young and old collectors were seen 
looking for new one rupee notes among 
various collectibles that were on offer at the 

Chennai coin exhibition which was organized at Sri 
Kamatchi Mahal, Thirumurugan Nagar, Saligramam, 
Chennai, from 19th to 21st July, 2019. Rare collectibles in 
stamps, coins and currency were on display at the 
exhibition. 
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Note of the Month

Error Note of the Month
Denomination: 10 Rupees

Governors:  S. Venkataramanan

Serial Numbers: 11M  869327  &  11M  919327

Year : 1990 - 1992 
On the back of the Note, notice that there are  13 Regional languages in the 
Languages panel along with the sailing boat design which is being continued 
from the British India times.

Error: Multiple Errors. Mismatched serial numbers on the wrong side.

Description: One of the most subtle of currency errors which is also seen in this 
is a pair of mismatched serial numbers caused by a stuck counter. Further as 
the sheet was flipped over, the serial numbers were printed on the wrong side. 

Renovated Philately Bureau Inaugurated at Head Post Office

Mangaluru, Jun 20: “Local MP and MLAs need to 
take up the initiative to bring out a postage 
stamp in the name of politician late U Srinivas 

Mallya,” said chief post master General Dr Charles Lobo.
He was speaking after inaugurating the renovated philately 
bureau here at the head post office in Pandeshwar on June 20.
Dr Charles Lobo also said, "Renowned politician U S Mallya had 
strived hard for the overall development of Mangaluru, but 
unfortunately there is no postage stamp featuring him. We have 
released a special cover on U S Mallya. Local MP, MLAs and the 
government should take up initiative to bring out postage stamp depicting politician U S Mallya.
"We are also conducting state level KARNAPEX 2019, a philatelic exhibition from October 12 to 15. During the occasion, 
we are going to release a postage stamp on late George Fernandes to pay tribute to him. This is the first time, a state level 
exhibition is going to be held in the city. Earlier, it was successfully held in Bengaluru, Mysuru and Dharwad,” said Dr 
Charles Lobo.
He further said, "Today is an historic day as we have inaugurated the renovated philatelic bureau. This bureau is well 
executed. There are only 66 such bureaus in India and four in Karnataka, out of which, Mangaluru is one.”
Post master general of south Karnataka zone, S Rajendra Kumar said, "This is a historic day for us. Mangaluru is a place 
where there are lots of philatelists and this will definitely encourage them. Even they can exhibit their collections in this 
bureau. There is a particular space earmarked for them.”
Senior post master Mangaluru zone, Sriharsha said, "Even though the writing of letters is fading away slowly, the 
importance of stamp has not diminished. It has its own value. Stamp is a medium which is more effective to recognize 
culture and heritage of the country. I want this philately bureau to be one of the tourist places, especially for students, 
during their school excursions, as they can visit in large numbers to know about this philately bureau.”
Meanwhile, the logo of state level philately exhibition 'KARNAPEX 2019' was released. The logo is designed by eminent 
environmentalist Dinesh Holla.
Later, addressing the press meet, chief post master general Dr Charles Lobo said, "Mangaluru has good philately club. 
Philatelic bureau was set up in Mangaluru head post office in the year 1989. Customers can get the philatelic materials at 
their door steps by opening philatelic deposit accounts. Currently, 1066 PD accounts are available at Mangaluru 
philatelic bureau. Stamp is also known to be a cultural ambassador and very good revenue earning source.”
“State level philatelic exhibition is going to be held in the month of October. Anyone can take part in the exhibition, but 
the condition is that the participant should be a resident of Karnataka state,” said Dr Charles Lobo.
He also said, "We are also planning to open additional 4.5 lakh accounts for students' scholarship from the state 
government. We already have three lakh accounts with us for students' scholarship. Except loans, all facilities are given 
in the post office.”
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ICCG Error Coin Competition Award Ceremony to be Held at NESCO, 
th

Mumbai on 11  October 2019

As ICCG hosted its First Error Coin Competition, coin collectors from all over 

India participated in the competition to share their best error coins. The 

competition was organized on a 'facebook' forum 'Error Coins of India 

(Knowledge Sharing)' by Shri. Ashish Parui and the admin team of the forum in association 

with ICCG.
th

The award ceremony which was earlier scheduled in January will now be held on 11  
October 2019 during the ICCG's Mega Numismatic Event in association with Hobby Lifestyle 
India (HLI) at NESCO Goregaon.

ICCG congratulates the winners of British India Error Coins: Shri. Rishav 
Jain, Shri. Ashish Sejpal, Shri. Sumit Chandiok, Shri. Joydeep Mukherjee 
& Shri. Mahipal Bafna.
ICCG congratulates the winners of Republic India Error Coins: Shri. 
Sravan Mandavilli, Shri. Jigar Zaveri, Shri. Abhishek Khedia, Shri. Amit 
Sompura & Shri. Rohan Shah.
ICCG congratulates Shri. Nayan Mehta for states error coin.

Abhishek Khedia Amit Sompura Jigar Zaveri Rohan Shah Sravan Mandavilli

#61 #1 #55 #48 #74

Nayan Mehta

#11

Ashish Sejpal Joydeep Mukherjee Mahipal Bafna Rishav Jain Sumit Chandiok

#58 #41 #30 #79#67 #79#67

News 
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August 9, 10, & 11 Ahmedabad Coins and Currency Fair The President Hotel, C.G. Road, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad Gujarat.

September 6, 7 , &  8  'Hypex' Banknote & Philately Fair Federation House, FAPCCI Marg, Red Hills, Hyderabad, Telangana.

September 20, 21, & 22 MCS Coin, Banknote & Philately Fair Expo Center, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai, Maharashtra.

October 11, 12, & 13 
"ICCG Numismatic & Philatelic Trade Show"        

Hobby & Lifestyle India    
Bombay Exhibition Centre, Goregaon East, Western express Highway, Mumbai.

October 18, 19, & 20 "Awadh Coin Expo 2019" The Hotel Golden Tulip Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

November 15, 16 & 17 Coinex Pune Sonal Hall, Karve Road, Pune, Maharashtra.

Nov - Dec 29, 30  & 1 RNS "Delhi Coins & Notes Exibhition" All India Fine Arts & Crafts Society, 1 Rafi Marg, New Delhi.

December 7th Mumbai  Coinex Shree Sunderbhai Hall, Behind Income Tax, Churchgate, Mumbai, Maharashtra.

December 20, 21, & 22 Mudra Utsav  (Kolkata) Haldiram Banquet Hall, 24 Ballygunge park, Kolkata, WestBengal.

Month Dates Events Name Venue

For More Videos Subscribe our YOUTUBE Channel 
“ICCG News Numismatic News” 
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